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The Functional Materials programme aims to develop new
applications and create competitive advantage through material

technologies for Finnish industrial sectors. 

The Functional Materials programme aims to develop new
applications and create competitive advantage through material

technologies for Finnish industrial sectors. 

� Programme duration: 2007-2013 

� Programme volume: approx. 
211 million euros, of which Tekes
accounts for 90 million euros

� More information: www.tekes.fi/eng/materials
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A vigorous start and high interest! 
Facts of the projects and funding status

� High interest for first research call: 123 applications

� 14 Research projects have started (funding 11 MEur)

� two more are pending 

� 14 Enterprise projects have started (funding 5 MEur)

� Next call will open in May with focus on vital future 
areas generated in cross-industrial thematic groups
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Definition of functional materials

� Certain designed properties serving specified
application needs

� Important is to be able to control the properties

� Examples of end applications using functional
materials
� Smart materials, e.g. printable electronics and

sensors that react on changing environmental
conditions

� New metallic alloys performing reliably in
demanding conditions such as in fuel cells or
engines
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Key points of the programme
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Research themes

1. Understanding materials and their properties

2. Control of materials properties and tailoring
of functionalities

3. Processing aspects

4. Examples of application areas of functional materials

5. Life cycle management of materials
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Evolution of R&D during the programme

Relative financial
investment

Universities, research
institutions

Industry

Basic
research

Strategic
research

Application driven
research

CommercialisationProduct and
process

development

Field of interaction for Tekes

1st theme
Understanding
materials and 
their properties 

2nd theme
Control of materials
properties and 
tailoring of
functionalities

3rd theme
Processing
aspects

4th theme
Examples of
application areas 
to functional materials

5th theme
Life cycle
management of
materials
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Next call




